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HISTORIA

See Apparition of Saint Isidore to Saint Ferdinand I11. This sketch belonged to Martin Zapater, and was
inherited by his grand-nephew Francisco Zapater y Gémez. Clemente Velasco bought the sketch, selling it
in 1930 to José Lazaro Galdiano. It was entrusted to the museum bearing his name in 1951.
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ANALISIS ARTISTICO

The painting corresponding to this sketch was located on the Epistle side of the church. The story depicted
is that of the Visigoth king, son of Leovigild, proclaimed governor of Seville by his father only to later be
condemned by him when he found out that his son has converted to Christianity. Leovigild imprisoned his
son, and when he could not persuade him to renounce his faith he ordered for him to be beheaded. The place
in Seville where these events took place is the site of the church raised in his name.

It is the most finished sketch of the three. The converted Visigoth king is shown in the gloom of the prison,
still dressed in elegant clothing. He is surrounded by three jailors who try to humiliate him and provoke him
into renouncing his faith. The king resists, maintaining his dignity and pride and looking heavenwards. He
is illuminated by a light which filters through the bars of the cell, creating a strong chiaroscuro between the
two sides of the composition. The sparkling highlights of the saint's clothing and his expression of suffering

are striking, even though this is only a preliminary study.
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